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The Transformation of Active Learning Space in the United States:
Characteristics, Morphology and Strategies

JING Yuhui', YU Chengqing', WANG Peijun’, SHEN Shusheng’
(1.Collgeg of Education, Zhejiang University of Technology, Hangzhou Zhejian 310023 ;
2.College of Educational Science, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing Jiangsu 210097)

[Abstract] As a necessary support condition for active learning, the effective change of active learning
space is a prerequisite for promoting the development of high quality learning. This paper adopts a multi—
case study method to reveal and present the trajectory of active learning space transformation by analyzing
the active learning space project in the United States. First, in terms of its characteristics, an active
learning space is a new type of campus space centered around the classroom, encompassing classrooms,
corridors, outdoor spaces, and twin spaces, with six key features: decentralization, modular structure,
distributed connectivity, campus —wide integration, virtual —physical mirroring, and multifunctionality.
Second, in terms of its morphology, the spatial layout extents from the flexible, composite layouts within the
classroom to a virtual —physical connected layout of the integrated campus, displaying a composite and
interconnected whole —campus structure. The technical representations include the flexible matching of
components of the learning pathway technology and the modular distribution of the learning exhibition
technology, presenting a flexible and distributed technology structure. Finally, in terms of specific
strategies, the guiding principle emphasizes a design that mutually empowers both pedagogy and space.
Morphologically, the focus is on creating a comprehensive campus space, and functionally, embodied
participation is prioritized to enhance the learning experience. In terms of value, the target of active
learning is aligned with 21st —century skills. This paper aims to provide insights for the high —quality
transformation of active learning spaces in China.

[Keywords] The United States; Active Learning Space; Key Characteristics; Representational

Morphology; Transformation Strategies
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