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Teachers” Demands, Realistic Resistance and Realization Strategies for Digital
Transformation of Education in Remote and Rural Schools: A Perspective From
Grassroots Expression

GAO Wenxin, TIAN Aili
(Faculty of Education, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062)

[Abstract] At present, there is still an obvious gap in the development of urban and rural education,
and the digital transformation of education in the new era needs to pay attention to the value proposition of
"digital justice" and provide a powerful path to realize educational equity. From the perspective of
grassroots expression, the study conducted a stepwise survey on 80 teachers from rural and township
schools in eastern and western China to clarify the interests of teachers in weak schools in the digital
reform. Through qualitative coding and analysis of the primary data, two core categories of demand
expression and resistance expression are obtained. Among them, the basic functions of lesson preparation,
teaching and evaluation, the progressive functions of virtual learning and homework management, the
rational functions aiming at improving the efficiency of administrative work and the necessary functions of
optimizing research and training activities are the essential demands of teachers. However, resistance such
as mismatched and unmatched supply and demand of resources, ethical conflicts between education and
technology, ambiguities of local institutions, and biased teachers” beliefs affect the effectiveness of the
transformation. Based on the unmet demands of teachers and the challenges of transformation, this paper
puts forward countermeasures such as shaping a research—driven dialogue system, forming legal school -
enterprise cooperation, carrying out evidence—based policy iteration, and strengthening value -led policy
implementation.

[Keywords] Digital Transformation of Education; Teachers” Demands; Realistic Resistance; Digital Justice
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