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Understanding Learning Space: Conceptual Connotation, Essential Attributes and
Structural Elements

JING Yuhui, SHEN Shusheng
(College of Educational Sciences, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing Jiangsu 210097)

[Abstract] During the transformation from teaching paradigm to learning paradigm, redesigning the
learning space as a medium of educational change has become an important research proposition. However,
a clear understanding of the learning space has not been developed yet. Based on the current situation of
the cross—use of learning space and learning environment and through conceptual analysis, this paper
firstly concludes that learning space is an intermediary and an indirect supporting condition for learning,
while learning environment is a stimulus and a direct supporting condition for learning. Secondly, by
drawing an analogy between the process of cognition and the process of protein synthesis in biology, the
dual attributes of "residence" and "transfer" of learning space have been obtained. Finally, based on the
dual attributes , the structural elements of learning space are extracted: physical and virtual places locked
by the "residence" attribute, and instrumental and objective objects locked by the "transfer" attribute.
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