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Artificial Intelligence Empowering: Innovation and Development of Discipline
Construction in Colleges and Universities: An Interview with Professor CHEN Jie,
Academician of Chinese Academy of Engineering

CAI Sanfa', WANG Qian', SHEN Yang’
(1.Institute of Higher Education, Tongji University, Shanghai 200092;2.National Engineering Laboratory for

Cyberlearning and Intelligent Technology, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875)

[Abstract] From the perspective of artificial intelligence and discipline construction , CHEN Jie, an

academician of Chinese Academy of Engineering, has put forward many valuable suggestions on the origin

of Artificial Intelligence (Al), its impacts on discipline construction in colleges and universities, and the

case study at Tongji University. He proposes that today’s Al is beyond the border of information science

itself, and will empower traditional disciplines, accelerate the convergence of different disciplines, further

open up the borders of various disciplines and derive growth points of disciplines. As a result, it will

promote the innovative development of interdisciplinary knowledge and create a situation in which multiple

disciplines intersect and cooperate with each other. He also pays attention to the talents cultivation of Al.

Since many colleges and universities have established Al colleges or research institutes, and offered Al

majors, he advises to combine the characteristics of Al, to analyze the talent needs of Al, to strengthen the

basic frontier research of Al and to emphasize the impacts of Al on other disciplines. By referring to the

experience of Al talents cultivation from USA and other developed countries, combined with Al discipline

construction of Tongji University, a preliminary exploration of "AI+" discipline construction has been

outlined.

[Keywords] Artificial Intelligence; Smart Education; Discipline Construction; Scientific Research;

Talents Cultivation



