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How Can Education Be of Big Data

YANG Kaicheng
(Faculty of Education, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875)

[Abstract] In the era of big data, can education be of big data? It is said that owing to educational
big data, individualized learning can be realized, educational laws can be discovered and scientific

education decision—making can be made. But actually, educational big data is not necessarily needed in
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those fields. Unfortunately, a real case of application of educational big data cannot be found yet. And we
always confuse educational big data with educational data. Nine "V"s such as volume, types and value
cannot accurately characterize big data. A more accurate and non-relativistic criterion is that big data is
the manifestation of a complex adaptive system in reality. The volume of big data is not the result of
sample accumulation, but comes from the complex adaptive system itself. Educational system is a complex
adaptive system, so educational big data is the generative performance of educational system in education
reality. Only the complete information —based educational practice, with the core content of design,
development, implementation, and adjustment of the educational system, can be of big data.

[Keywords] Big Data; Educational Big Data; Complex Adaptive System; Educational System
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